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The First Sunday of Christmas 

December 28, 2025 - 10:30 am 

 

  



 
 

  



 
 

 

····································  ☩ GATHERING  ☩ ····································  

Voluntaries 

It Came Upon the Midnight Clear  David Cherwien 

He Whom Shepherd Men Came Praising  Paul Manz 

Away in a Manger  David Lasky 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

<We stand.> 

GATHERING HYMN Once in Royal David’s City ELW Hymn 269 

 
DIALOGUE 

Come! Look upon the baby Jesus, cradled in the arms of his mother. 

Seeing this wondrous sight, may our hearts be comforted and our spirits filled with peace. 

Come! Listen to choirs of angels announcing good news to all people. 

Hearing this marvelous song, may we too sing: Glory to God in the highest! 

Come! Receive this ancient story in your heart, not as history but as a gift. 

Opening our hearts to this great mystery, may Christ be born in us today. 



 
 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray together. O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own 

powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and 

adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

<We sit.> 

····································  ☩ WORD  ☩ ····································  

READING Luke 2:1-7 Pew Bible page 832 

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.  This was 

the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns 

to be registered.  Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were there, the time came for 

her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room. 

 

REFLECTION CAROL Where Shepherds Lately Knelt       ACS Hymn 909 

 

 

  



 
 

READING Luke 2:8-16 Pew Bible page 833 

Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 

they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, I am bringing you good news 

of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 

Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now 

to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 

 

REFLECTION CAROL While Shepherds Watched their Flock    ACS Hymn 913 

 
 



 
 

READING Matthew 2:1-12 Pew Bible page 783 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east came to 

Jerusalem,  asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in 

the east and have come to pay him homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 

Jerusalem with him,  and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Messiah was to be born.  They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written 

by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from you 

shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” 

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time when the star had 

appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you 

have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the 

king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the east, until it stopped 

over the place where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 

with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 

myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. 
 

REFLECTION CAROL We Three Kings WOV Hymn 646  

 

 

  



 
 

READING John 1: 1-5, 14-18  Pew Bible page 862 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the 

beginning with God.  All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 

being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 
 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 

only son, full of grace and truth.  (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He 

who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”)  From his fullness we have all 

received, grace upon grace.  The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 

Jesus Christ.  No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, who is close to the Father’s 

heart, who has made him known. 

 
REFLECTION CAROL Good Christian Friends, Rejoice ELW Hymn 288 

 
  



 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all 
who are in need. 
<We kneel.> 
 

Each prayer petition will end with “Hear us, O God,” and the response is “Your mercy is great.” 
 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting 
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 



 
 

<We stand.> 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also, with you. 
You are invited to share the peace, however you and those around you are comfortable.  
<We sit.> 

 

RECEPTION OF THE OFFERING 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING Hurry Over Clouds and Heaven Thomas Keesecker 

 

OFFERTORY What Child Is This (vs. 3) ELW Hymn 296 

 
 

····································  ☩ SENDING  ☩ ····································  

BLESSING 

The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, ☩ bless you with 

endless grace, peace, and joy. 

Amen. 
 

  



 
 

SENDING HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW Hymn 270 

 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

VOLUNTARY Toccata on “O Come, All Ye Faithful” David Cherwien 

  



 
 

··································· ANNOUNCEMENTS ····································  

 

WELCA - Our first meeting will be on Sunday, January 4th at 3:45 PM in the church library.  We'll have our business 

meeting and then at 4:00 continue with our program.  Derryll Satterwhite will be presenting her favorite hymns 

from our Then Sings My Soul, Book 2 books, or she may decide to select a special hymn(s) from another book.  We'll 

have to wait and see!  All women and friends of the congregation are invited to attend. 
 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 
28 
 

Sunday School – 
9:30am 
 

Worship – 10:30am 
 
FLC Reserved – 
Susan Thomasson 

29 
 

30 
 
 

Library 
Reserved 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01 
 
Church 
Office 
Closed 
 
 

02 
 
 

 
 

03 
 
 

04 
Property Com. 
– 9:00am Lib. 
 
Sunday School 
– 9:30am 
 

Worship – 
10:30am 
 
WELCA – 
3:45pm 

 
 

Worship Leadership – This Sunday         Sunday, January 4, 2026 
Worship Leadership: Ben Bowers & Kevin Boozer  Worship Asst: Robbie Kopp 
Acolyte: Taygen Hazel  Acolyte: Jacob Chapman 
Crucifer: JC Hazel  Crucifer: McKenzie Garner 
Comm Prep: available  Comm Prep: available 
  Altar Flowers: available 
Ushers: Elmer Long, Mack Garner,  Ushers: Chad Cary, Norris Long, 
Robert Kneece, Dennis Caughman  Zeb Reid, Dennis Caughman 

 

Numbers for December 21, 2025: 
Attendance:                                                                                                              Offering: 
Sunday School: 17                                                Gen Operating Account: $5,654.26/ Major Maintenance: $920.00       
In-Person:          75                                                       Abiding Memorial: $100.00/ Redeemer Music Fund: $100.00 
Online:             128               Prayer & Care Card Class: 100.00/Roof Fund: $1,400.00  
Total:               203                                                                    
 

Numbers for December 24, 2025: 
Attendance:                                                                                                              Offering: 

                                                                    Gen Operating Account: $3,514.00/ Major Maintenance: $130.00       
In-Person:        168                                                                                      Roof Fund: $500.00/ MKBF Fund: $500.00 
Online:             314                                                                                                                 Synod Benevolence: $50.00  
Total:               482                                                                    
 
 
 
                                                

The Rev. Matthew Titus, Pastor · Haley McBride-Stuhr, Office Assistant & Bookkeeper 
Dr. Huger Caughman, Jr., Organist · Nicholas Todd Shumate, Choir Director 

A/V Team: Annette Belcher, Wayden Caughman, Nikki Chapman, and Matt Bowers 
 

From SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37621 Permission to podcast/stream the 

music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-732118 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 

 


