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November 30, 2025 First Sunday of Advent                               10:30 am 

····································  ☩ GATHERING  ☩ ····································  

Voluntaries 

Blessed be the God of Israel  Richard Purvis 

Once He Came in Blessing  Michael Burkhardt 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Charles Callahan 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

<We stand.> 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is 

sure. Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

<We kneel.> 

Long-expected God, 

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We 

reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become 

impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. 

Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our 

trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in the 

hope you have promised. Amen. 
 

<We stand.> 

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ you are freed 

and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.  

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN Hark, the Glad Sound! ELW Hymn 239 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 
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LIGHTING OF THE  

ADVENT WREATH O Come, O Come Emmanuel, vs. 1 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray together. God of fiery flames, Even the most raging fire could not destroy your 

servants when they called upon you in faith. Give us faith to withstand anything that rages 

to deter us from following you. Amen. 

<We sit.> 

····································  ☩ WORD  ☩ ····································  
 

READING Daniel 3:1, 8-30 Pew Bible page 719 

King Nebuchadnezzar made a golden statue whose height was sixty cubits and whose width was six cubits; he set it up on the 

plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 

Accordingly, at this time certain Chaldeans came forward and denounced the Jews. They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, 

“O king, live forever!  You, O king, have made a decree, that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, 

harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, shall fall down and worship the golden statue,  and whoever does not fall down and 

worship shall be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire. There are certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the 

province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men pay no heed to you, O king. They do not serve your gods, 

and they do not worship the golden statue that you have set up.” 
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Then Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be brought in, so they brought 

those men before the king. Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not 

serve my gods and you do not worship the golden statue that I have set up? Now if you are ready, when you hear the sound 

of the horn, pipe, lyre, trigon, harp, drum, and entire musical ensemble, you should fall down and worship the statue that I 

have made. But if you do not worship, you shall immediately be thrown into a furnace of blazing fire, and who is the god who 

will deliver you out of my hands?” 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to present a defense to you in 

this matter. If our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the furnace of blazing fire and out of your hand, O king, let 

him deliver us. But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods and we will not worship the golden 

statue that you have set up.” 

Then Nebuchadnezzar was so filled with rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego that his face was distorted. He 

ordered the furnace heated up seven times more than was customary and ordered some of the strongest guards in his army to 

bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and to throw them into the furnace of blazing fire. So the men were bound, still 

wearing their tunics, their trousers, their hats, and their other garments, and they were thrown into the furnace of blazing 

fire. Because the king’s command was urgent and the furnace was so overheated, the raging flames killed the men who lifted 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. But the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down, bound, into the furnace 

of blazing fire. 

Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up quickly. He said to his counselors, “Was it not three men that we 

threw bound into the fire?” They answered the king, “True, O king.” He replied, “But I see four men unbound, walking in 

the middle of the fire, and they are not hurt, and the fourth has the appearance of a god.” Nebuchadnezzar then approached 

the door of the furnace of blazing fire and said, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come 

out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out from the fire. And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, 

and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men; the hair 

of their heads was not singed, their tunics were not scorched, and not even the smell of fire came from them. Nebuchadnezzar 

said, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and delivered his servants who trusted 

in him. They disobeyed the king’s command and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and worship any god except their 

own God. Therefore I make a decree: Any people, nation, or language that utters blasphemy against the God of Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn limb from limb and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other god who is able to 

deliver in this way.” Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 
 

<At the conclusion of the reading> 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

LIL’ LUTHERAN TALK 
 

<We stand.> 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to John.  

Glory to you, O Lord. John 18:36-37 Pew Bible page 881 

Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my followers would be 

fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” Pilate asked him, “So you 

are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to 

the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” 
 

<At the conclusion of the reading> 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
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<We sit.> 

SERMON  Rev. Matthew Titus 
 

<We stand.> 

HYMN OF THE DAY Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ELW Hymn 254 

 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
<We kneel.> 
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Each prayer petition will end with “God of grace,” and the response is “hear our prayer.” 
At the conclusion of the prayers, we respond with … in the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to 
life.  “Amen.” 
 

<We stand.> 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also, with you. 
You are invited to share the peace, however you and those around you are comfortable.  
<We sit.> 
 

····································  ☩ MEAL  ☩ ····································  
 

RECEPTION OF THE OFFERING 
 

MUSICAL OFFERING Rejoice, Rejoice Believers K. Lee Scott 
 

 
<We stand.> 

OFFERTORY HYMN People, Look East, vs. 1 

 

 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray… Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. 
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of 
your kingdom come. 
Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise … here the minister continues with the preface for the day, concluding … we praise your 
name and join their unending hymn. 
 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
Holy One, the beginning and the end, …  
… Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
… We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
… Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
… one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray …  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever, and ever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE MEAL 
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 
 
<We sit.> 

COMMUNION 
Participation in Holy Communion is open to all the baptized. We come in faith, trusting Christ is truly 
present in the bread and wine—given for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen us for proclaiming God’s 
love in the world. You are invited to come forward to receive the bread and wine. You may dip the bread 
into the chalice. If you are unable to come forward, communion will be brought to you. Gluten-free wafers 
are available upon request. 

 
<We stand.> 

THE TABLE BLESSING 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share 
the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

····································  ☩ SENDING  ☩ ····································  
 

SUNG BLESSING 

In the name of the Father. 

In the name of the Father. 

In the name of the Son. 

In the name of the Son. 

In the name of the Spirit. 

In the name of the Spirit. 

The Three-in-One. 

The Three-in-One. 

 

       May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May God’s face shine upon you. 

May God’s face shine upon you. 

May God’s blessings be with you. 

May God’s blessings be with you. 

And give you peace. 

And give you peace. 

SENDING HYMN Blessed Be the God of Israel ELW Hymn 250 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God. 
 

VOLUNTARY Hark, the Glad Sound! Paul Manz 

 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the Glory of God and in memory of Voight Dominick by 

Martha Dominick. 
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··································· ANNOUNCEMENTS ····································  

WELCA – will meet Sunday, December 7th in the church library to prepare Christmas gifts for the shut-
ins. There will be no regular meeting until January.  
 
Save the Date – the Fellowship Committee will host a Christmas Meal after service on Sunday, December 
14th in the Family Life Center. 

 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat Sun 
30 
Intergenerational 
Sunday School – 
9:30am 
 

Worship – 10:30am 
 

Youth – Games @ 
Cookout 3:30-
4:30pm 

1 
Prayer & 
Care Card 
Class – 
9:30am 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Library 
Reserved 

3 
 
 
 
Handbell 
Rehearsal 
– 6pm 
Senior 
Choir 
Rehearsal 
– 7pm 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Beer & 
Hymns @ 
Bar Figaro 
– 6pm 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Youth - 
Holiday 
Movie 
Night 

6 7 
Property 
Committee Mtg – 
9:30am 
 

Sunday School – 
9:30am 
 

Worship – 
10:30am 
 
WELCA – 3:45pm 
 

Youth 
Confirmation – 
4pm 
Youth Group – 
5pm 

 

 
Worship Leadership – This Sunday         Sunday, December 7th 
Worship Asst: Anne Caughman  Worship Asst: Derryll Satterwhite 
Acolyte: Miriam Titus  Acolyte: Dennis Caughman 
Crucifer: Adam Boozer  Crucifer: Zarek Reid 
Comm Prep: Ben Bowers  Comm Prep: Lynn Cary 
Altar Flowers: Martha Dominick  Altar Flowers: Johnny & Kathy Lindsay 
Ushers: Kathy Riggin, Nikki Chapman,  Ushers: Chad Cary, Norris Long, 
Doggett Whitaker, Dennis Caughman  Zeb Reid, Dennis Caughman 

 
 

Numbers for November 23, 2025: 
Attendance:                                                                                                             Offering: 
Sunday School:       Gen Operating Account: $3,158.26         
In-Person:                                                            Major Maintenance: $45.00 
Online:                   Abiding Memorial: $25.00 
Total:                                                                                    Redeemer Music Fund: $200.00 
  Special Flowers: $292.00 
 

 

The Rev. Matthew Titus, Pastor 
Haley McBride-Stuhr, Office Assistant & Bookkeeper 

Dr. Huger Caughman, Jr., Organist · Nicholas Todd Shumate, Choir Director 
Aubrey Cisko, Youth Director 

A/V Team: Annette Belcher, Wayden Caughman, Nikki Chapman, and Matt Bowers 
From SundaysandSeasons.com Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37621 Permission to 
podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-732118 

 


